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this season of the year the trip is easily and ex-
peditiously effected, by proceeding per steamer down
the coast as far as. Bancoot, a distance of about
seventy miles, and thence in a bunder-boat up the-
pretty Sawitree river to Mhar, thirty miles further.
This is a large native town, conveniently situated'
on the banks of the river, but so hot, dirty, and
disagreeable, that no one would willingly remain
a moment beyond the time necessary for refreshment,,
and arrangements for the twenty-seven miles oi
land journey still to be accomplished.
Here was our first experience of a traveller's
bungalow, which, though in our total ignorance,.
we then looked upon with the utmost contempt,
we have since learnt to prize as an inestimable
comfort in the otherwise shelterless journeys of
India. These buildings are erected by Government
for the accommodation of travellers, and generally
contain from two to four rooms, scantily provided
with the barest necessaries of furniture, and, except-
ing on well-frequented roads, often possessing no
mess-man or (landlord) to minister to the wants of
the hungry visitants. These things are, however,
well understood, and a considerable portion of fore-
sight and providence is speedily acquired under
circumstances where necessity has no law, and the
traveller must either make a proper provision for his.
journey, or starve.
The little expedition to Mahabuleshwur is now
so smooth and straightforward, that the stranger is^
almost disappointed at the perfect ease with which
it is performed, and at the absence of everything